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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIETY FOR CHINA (C. L. S.) 

[In 1877 the China Missionary Conference appointed the School and 
Text-Book Committee. Its Secretary, Rev. A. Williamson, ll.d., organized 
in 1884 , the Chinese Book and Tract Society in Glasgow, ?.nd founded in 
connection with that Society in 1887 , in China, the Society for the Diffusion 
of Christian and General Knowledge among the Chinese. In 1892 the 
Chinese Book and Tract Society of Glasgow, was succeeded by the Christian 
Literature Society for China. In 1906 , the name in China was altered to the 
Christian Literature Society for China , in consonance with the home name.] 


ARTICLE L —The Society shall be named in English 
the “ Christian Literature Society for China and in 
the Chinese language IS ^ fif. 

ARTICLE II.— Object .—The object of the Society 
shall be: The publication and circulation of literature 
based on Christian principles, throughout China, her 
Colonies, Dependencies and wherever Chinese are found 
—especially periodical literature adapted for all classes 
—as the resources of the Society may permit. 

ARTICLE III.— Membership .—Any person may become 
a member on being proposed, seconded, and elected by a 
majority, at any of the meetings of the Society or of the 
Directors, and it is hoped all members will assist by sub¬ 
scriptions and otherwise. 

ARTICLE IV .—Board of Directors .—The Society shall 
be managed by a Board, consisting of a President, 
Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary, and of not less 
than six ordinary Directors resident in China, who shall 
be elected by the members at the Annual General 
Meeting, with power to fill up vacancies which may 
occur during the year. 
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ARTICLE V.— Powers of the Board .—The Board shall 
have power to determine its own Meetings, appoint 
Trustees (who may or may not be members of the 
Society), in whom any property of the Society may be 
vested; also to devolve upon Sub-Committees, Local 
Associations, or individuals, whether members or not, 
such charge of specific portions of the Society’s 
operations as may seem expedient or necessary. 

The Board also shall have power to call Special 
Meetings of the Society, take such steps as may appear 
best to diffuse information regarding the proceedings of 
the Society, secure pecuniary contributions, defray out of 
the funds of the Society all expense connected with the 
work, and in general take whatever measures, consistent 
with the Constitution, as shall seem likely to promote the 
objects for which the Society is organized. 

ARTICLE VI.— Quorum .—Five members of the Board 
shall constitute a quorum; and the Chairman shall have 
a deliberative as well as a casting vote. 

ARTICLE VII.— Annual General Meeting .— A General 
Meeting of the Members of the Society shall be held 
every year, at such place as the Directors may appoint, 
when a statement of the income and expenditure shall 
be submitted, together with a Report of the Society’s 
operations during the preceding year. 

ARTICLE VIII.— Alteration of Constitution. —The 
preceding Articles of Constitution can be altered only by 
a vote of two-thirds of the Members present, or duly 
represented at Annual General Meetings, and that only 
in the event of one month’s previous notice having been 
duly circulated among the members of the Society. 
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1908-9 

TWENTY=SEC0ND ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

Christian Eriteratupe Society. 


i.—G reat Problems before us. 

The great battle between good and evil, light and 
darkness, self interest and public good, national prejudice 
and universal welfare, is being waged as hotly as ever 
in China. The victory of good over evil is slow, and 
many are despondent, but we are awaiting Providence's 
completed work. 

“ The clouds ye so much dread, 

Are big with mercy and shall break 
In blessings on your head.” 

The promised dawn of Constitutional Government 
has at length appeared. The date of the first elections 
for the Provincial assemblies is fixed for October 14th, 
—Judging by the way the Provinces have made them¬ 
selves heard in Peking in the recent past, one may 
safely prophecy that as organized assemblies they 
will be still more influential in the Councils of the 
National Government. 
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The Reforming Emperor Kwang-Sii and the all- 
powerful Empress-Dowager Tsu-Hsi have both passed 
away since our last report, was presented, on 14th and 
15th November, 1908, respectively, and a child of 3 years 
old, Hsuan Tung, is on the Throne with his father Prince 
Chun as Regent. The great Viceroy Chang Chih-tung 
has recently passed away. The able statesman Yuan 
Shih-Kai is in retirement, and his vigorous successor as 
Viceroy of Chihli, Yang Shih-Hsiang, has also passed 
away. Yet China is so far quiet, though there is con¬ 
siderable friction between the Central Government and 
the Provinces. 

2—International. 

There is much good-will shown to China-America 
refunded a large portion of the Boxer indemnity, 
Great Britain is helping China to rid herself of 
opium, Germany and England assist by establishing 
Universities in Tsingtau and Hongkong. Japan, in 
Korea and Manchuria, gives an object lesson of con¬ 
siderable value to China in regard to the material 
development of its vast resources. An important 
International Commission on Opium was held this year 
in China, (See Appendix). 

3.—Educational. 

Professors Burton and Chamberlin paid a prolonged 
visit to China with a view to discover in what way the 
Chicago University might help China. Lord William 
Cecil and lady Florence have shown their deep interest 
in higher Education in China by coming out a second 
time to promote it. 


















Sir John Jordan, K. C. M. G. 
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Education is immensely facilitated by the rapid 
extension of the Postal system under Sir Robert Hart. 
The great development in the postal arrangements in 
China can be best realised by a comparison of the 
following figures, from which it will be seen that, on an 
average, two new post offices were opened every day 
throughout the year. 

Year. Post Offices. Articles. Parcels. Tons. 


1901. 176 10,000,000 127,000 250 

*907 . 2,803 168,000,000 1,920,000 5,509 

i 938. 3,493 252,000,000 2,445,000 27,155 


There are many things to lament over in educa¬ 
tion, due to want of proper teachers, proper text¬ 
books, etc., still much progress is being made by 
the new colleges in China, by the many thousands 
of Chinese students in Japan, and by many hundreds 
of students now in Europe and America. But judging 
by most of their reports and actions their main object 
is to discover how China can be made wealthy and 
powerful by armies and navies, railways, mines, 
manufactures, international trade, etc. It is material 
prosperity which most of them are after. The higher 
questions, which Prince Ito clearly sees to be 
vitally important are scarcely yet in sight of the present 
generation. The Prince says that to secure the highest 
prosperity, three things are indispensable: 

1—A nation must prosper materially. 

2. —Material prosperity will not last long 

without a moral back-bone. 

3. —The strongest back-bone belongs to 

those who have religious sanction be¬ 
hind them. 
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There was a time when the leaders of China laid the 
greatest emphasis on ethical integrity, and that made 
the Chinese merchant as honourable as any in the world. 
There was a time, too, when the leaders of China had the 
greatest regard for Superhuman Powers. The most 
beautiful buildings in the land were temples built to their 
gods. 

At present there seems a danger of Young China 
seeking the first essential of highest prosperity and 
neglecting the last two of studying reform under 
Rousseau instead of Mazzini. But there are many who 
inherit their ancestors’ ability, and a few who have a 
vision of the higher things. With these aspirations in 
lively exercise, China will take its place once more 
among the highest nations of the earth in true worth, as 
well as in size and wealth and long history. The 
problem, however, is very complex as the Chinese are 
still unwilling to enter into really friendly relations 
with foreign nations. 

4— Missionary Work. 

The aim of missionaries is to set up such an ideal 
of the Kingdom of God on earth that instead of the 
millions of China being content with the material 
advantages of education, they may be led to strive after 
moral and spiritual advancement also. 

This high ideal. has not yet appeared in China 
at large. This year has seen revivals under the agency 
of Mr. Goforth and others. The Churches have been 
renewed and quickened. The Mission colleges have 
overflowed with fresh enthusiasm and thousands of 
additions have been made to the roll of Church 
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membership in many of the provinces. But when 
we think of how the Chinese by the million are 
alive to material reforms, we earnestly long for a 
spiritual revival of equally wide-embracing sweep. 

The Roman Catholic and Protestant Christians 
together number at present only \V\ million and the 
annual net increase of Christian membership is less 
than 100,000, while the natural increase of the Chinese 
population is reckoned at four millions annually. The 
task before us is therefore stupendous. 

Among Oriental nations no religion has ever 
succeeded without finally winning the consent 
and approval of those in authority, and 

Christianity, even when well established, has been 
well nigh stamped out by Mohammedan powers 
in Asia Minor, N. Africa and in S. E. Europe. It 
is imperative therefore that we convince the 
rulers of the importance and value of the Christian 
religion. This cannot be done merely by popular tracts, 
hastily prepared; it can only be done by the very best 
persuasive literature that Christendom can produce. 
The Chinese want the best in transport and communi¬ 
cation, in manufactures and industries, in army and 
navy, and the best in education. We must see to it 
that in advocating the claims of religion we present that 
which will convince them that Christianity is, of all 
religions the highest; then we may expect a general 
movement toward its acceptance. 

5.—Need of New Apologetics. 

To gain the hold in China which Christianity 
has over the best in the Western it is necessary to 
convince the thinking classes as to the bearing of true 
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and progressive Christianity upon the stability and 
progress of nations. The Church should not there¬ 
fore demand that nations should merely obey its own 
behest as at one time it did both in mediaeval Europe 
and in Asia, but the superiority of the Christian 
religion and civilization should be clearly and kindly 
demonstrated; and the necessity of enlightened religion 
should be made to become a matter of public opinion 
among all the leaders of China. The conservation of all 
that is best, in that which is already believed, is also a 
desideratum which calls for much systematic knowledge 
and careful thought. 

These are some of the great problems which have 
to be solved in providing Christian literature for the 
enlightened Chinese. Otherwise China is in great 
danger of “reforming backwards,” like France a century 
ago, when it discarded for a time both religion and 
ethics. Yet in spite of all these difficulties, the following 
paragraphs will show that we are not without cheering 
encouragements. 


6—C. L. S. WORK. 

New Buildings. 

This has been a red letter year with us, as we have 
now fine new offices of our own, instead of having 
to pay heavy rent annually as in the past. By the 
generosity of our friend the late Sir Thomas Hanbury, 
who left us a legacy of Tls. 20,000 (about £2,500), we 
have been able to occupy the new building without any 
debt. Other friends at home have also contributed sums 
towards our Building Fund; these will be devoted 
towards further extensions. 
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Besides the building, we report the gift of a valuable 
library of 8,000 volumes, of which 5,000 are English 
and 3,000 are Chinese, and among which is a new and 
complete set of the Buddhist Tripitaka. The library has 
been presented to the Society by the General Secretary, 
Dr. Timothy Richard, and the Rev. J. E. Cardwell 
presented us with the complete works of John Bunyan 
in three large volumes. 

Acting on legal advice we are now taking steps to 
incorporate our Society under British Law in China. 

7 — New Manager. 

This year we have secured the services of Mr. 
Theodore Leslie an experienced Manager, for our Book 
Depot in Shanghai, who superintends the sale of our 
publications throughout the Empire. 

8 — Encouragements. 

Specimen sets of our chief publications (38 in num¬ 
ber) specially prepared and in suitable cases, were sent 
to each of the 8 Viceroys and 18 Governors. One of the 
Governors said he would place a set of our books before 
the Superintendent of Education in his province so that 
he might select what would be most suitable for their 
colleges. Another Governor wrote that he would place 
a set of our books in the provincial museum so that 
visitors there might become acquainted with them. 
Others have written to us to say that our books and 
magazines are most helpful to China at this time of 
reconstruction. One Viceroy added that the reforms now 
going on in China, are largely due to the publications of 
our Society. 
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H.E. Chang Chih-Tung, who has been practically 
the Minister of Education, speaking of the difficulty of 
providing proper Text-books for colleges, twice offered to 
our General Secretary this year to provide the necessary 
funds if we would undertake the task. This is no 
ordinary offer, and it is in harmony with that of last 
year made by a company of Chinese gentry, that we 
should organize the translation of an Encyclopedia for 
them. Both instances show increased confidence in the 
value of the work we are doing, although there is full 
knowledge that our publications are pervaded with 
Christian teaching. 

The missionaries in one of the provinces, having a 
grant of money to aid them in procuring Christian 
literature, decided to devote most of it to buying 
publications of our Society. 

One of the Bishops says that a leading man in his 
Church, who has been much influenced by our literature, 
is likely to be elected a member, and even Chairman of 
the Provincial assembly, soon to be opened under the 
New Constitution. 

Another Bishop writes to say that he wishes to 
become a Life member of our Society. 

Mr. Liang, a student from the American Baptist 
Academy, Shanghai writes saying:—“I have received 
much benefit from your lectures in various schools and 
colleges, and from your books. And I have read your 
Essays for the Times, Modern Education, Hope for the 
People, Handy Cyclopedia, The Earth as a Planet, Elements of 
Electricity, Knmacher’s Parables, Reform, Peace for the 
World, Prosperity for China, etc. The reformation and 
civilization of modern China are more due to your efforts 
than to those of any one else.” 






Similar letters of encouragement have been received 
by other members of the staff of editors. 

One of the leading gentry in Kiangsi, Mr. Chow, 
writes to the same effect, and says that the danger now 
is lest China should put new wine into old bottles, 
meaning that the conservatives do not understand the 
genius of the new order—true Christian civilization. 

Our General Secretary was invited by the leading 
Japanese and Koreans to address an important 
international political meeting at Seoul last winter, and 
was warmly thanked by the leaders of the two nations 
for his services in the interest of peace. 

Prizes were offered by the S. P. C. A. of Shanghai to 
the boys of the Chinese Public School for the best essay 
on, Kindness to Animals, based on one of our books. 

Mr. Hamilton King, the United States Minister at 
Bangkok; Siam; writes that, after laying before the 
leading Christians there the work of our Society, they 
have decided to start a Christian Literature Society on 
the same lines as ours. 

Some missionaries in Japan have this year also 
decided to found a Christian Literature Society there, and 
have written us for particulars of our work. Thus our work 
commends itself to both missionaries and laymen, not 
only in China but in neighbouring countries as well. 

We are glad to report that the Canadian Presbyterian 
Missionary Society is sending a lady graduate of 
Toronto University to help Dr. MacGillivray in his work 
for the C. L. S. here. 

9 — Our New Publications. 

Our catalogue of books, pamphlets and tracts is 
increasing rapidly. This year our new publications 
are as follows :— 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED DURING THE YEAR. 


I 


g? i& & $ ■ ft 

* rs 

« f* 

V- M 

X 

m m m 
■ m n m a 


NEW. 

Peace for tlie World] and 
Prosperity for China, by 
T. Richard 

New Life of Christ, by 

D. MacGillivray. ... i f 1^ 

Life of William Mnirhead, 

D.D., by D. MacGillivray H ift |E 

Primer of the Peace Move¬ 
ment, by Mrs. Mead ... JP 
Aid Book to Engineering 
Enterprise, by Ewing 

Matheson .• $S§ X 

Select Masterpieces of 
Biblical Literature, by 
Timothy Richard ... X 
The Railways of China, by 

P. A. Kent ... ... t\\ 0 $ j 

Imago Christi, Stalker’s, 

Wfrili and Mandarin, 
by D. MacGillivray ... ^ 

Civilization in Europe, Gui¬ 
zot’s, by W. A. Cornaby 
Programme of Christianity, 

Drummond’s, by 
D. MacGillivray ... 

Essence of Christianity, by 
Timothy Richard ... \ 

Commercial Education, by 
Evan Morgan ... ... £ 

British Constitution, by 
Evan Morgan ... ... 

Ta Tung Pao (Weekly) 

Eidtor: W. A. Cornaby A 
Christian Review (Monthly) 

Editor: D. MacGillivray $ ® 'if 

Total. 


10.—REPRINTS. 

Topical Index of the Bible. | | | R 
Life of Christ, by Dr. Pott.. Jk § fG, 

Life of Luther, by Dr. Allen Jg- H 
Making of a Man, by Dr. 

Allen ... .A 


ft m 


* \ 


Total. 


Copies. 

Pages. 

1,000 

15,000 

1,000 

280,000 

1,000 

66,000 

1,000 

48,000 

1,000 

172,000 

1,000 

140,000 

960 

63,600 

2,000 

172,000 

1,000 

68,000 

5,000 

130,000 

2,000 

208,000 

1,000 

106,000 

1,000 

140,000 

180,000 

7,200,000 

9,000 

576,000 

207,960 

9,784,600 

970 

2,000 

325 200 
196,000 

2,000 

420,000 

1,000 

164,000 

5,970 

1,105,200 
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Total Publications for year:—213,930 copies. 

10,889,800 pages. 

11.—Books in Press. 

New. 

Face to Face, 

Ancient Principles for Modern Guidance, 
Heavenly Wisdom, 

Training of the Twelve, 

Modern Intellectual Development, 

Growth of the Kingdom, 

David Livingstone, 

Confessions of St. Augustine, 

Quiet Talks on Service. Wen-li and Mandarin. 

Reprints. 

Aids to Understand the Bible, 

Commentary on Chinese Classics, 

World’s Famous Men, 

Whitla’s Dictionary of Treatment, 

Illustrations of Christian Truth. 

12—Sales. 


Sales from Book Depot, Shanghai, 

September-December, 1908. 1 , 595-86 

January-September, 1909 .. 7 . 500.31 


9,096.10 

Sales from West China stock . 91-82 

Ta Tung Pao Subscriptions in 1909..... 4,586.66 

Hui Pao Subscriptions in 1909.-. 443-°3 

Magazine Subscriptions for 1907/1908. 2,845.91 


T 7 »o 63.59 


13 .—FREE GRANTS MADE . $1,413 33 
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14 — COLPORTEURS. 

Mr. Leslie, our Manager, has arranged for the 
services of twelve Colporteurs for the sale of our 
Publications on Commission, three in Manchuria, three 
in Hongkong, two in Szechuen, three in Fukien and 
one in Chihli. 


15—Home Supporters. 

Our friends at home continue their hearty support 
of our work. The Arthington Trustees have most 
generously renewed their grants for a further period of 
three years. Our former colleague Rev.W. G.Walshe, M.A. 
has assumed the Secretaryship in London and in this 
way will continue to help the work which lies so dear 
to his heart. 

16—Reinforcements Needed. 

Many extra literary workers are needed as already 
stated in our last year’s Report. Notwithstanding the 
unparalleled need and opportunity represented by a new 
China, our editorial staff is only four men the same as 
ten years ago! We call the attention of Boards and 
other friends to this deplorable fact. Surely it is not 
statesmenlike to.neglect this vital work, for new thoughts 
are indispensable to progress in religion, as well as in 
every department of life. 

The United States of America was nobly represented 
on our staff for twentyyears by our indefatigible colleague 
Dr. Allen, but since his death two years ago no one has 
taken his place. It would be a great boon if the 
Missionary Boards of the United States could see their 
way to assist seriously in Christian Literature for China, 
and not be behind England in this vital work. 















Sir Robert Bredon, K.C. M 
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17—Subscriptions and Donations. 


Am. Church Mission.. 

Anderson, F.... 

Anon... 

Arthington Fund. 

Arthington Fund. 

Baptist Missionary Society, 

Barchet, S. P.... 

Bashford, Bishop . 

Beaman, W. F. 

Boker, W. G. 

Bethune, Ed. 

Bowser, Hilda, C. 

Bryan, B. T. 

Bredon, Sir B. 

Chick, Mr.... 

Children Sands Mission ..., 

C. L. S. Glasgow . 

C. L. S. Glasgow . 

C. L. S. Glasgow . 

C. L. S. Glasgow .. 

C. L. S. Glasgow . 

C. L. S. Glasgow . 

C. L. S. Glasgow Ladies .... 

Coume..... 

Dugeon, Sir Chas. 

Davie, B... 

De Gray, H. 

Douglas, G. 

Douglas, G. 

Duff, G. S. 

Ealing Church . 

Evans, A. M. A.. 

Fitch, J. A. 

Glazier, E. G. 

Goddard, J. B.... 

Green, Helen . 

Harvie M. & L. 

Hibbard, Walter ... 

Hobson, H. E.. 

Hodges, F. E. 

Harvie, Prof. A. J. 

Harris, A. H. 

Inglis, J. W. 

Irvine, E.. 

Jansen, Mrs... 

Jones, Mrs. Tom .. 

Kemp, E. G. 

Kemp, Miss.. 

Kemp, Miss L. P.. 


.$ 4.58 

. 25.00 

.Tls. 200= 271.74 

.£250 2,898.55 

. 250 2,897.00 

. 100 1,165.58 

. 10.00 

.v.. 20.00 

.. 10.00 

...v. 50.00 

.. 4.67 

.. 20.00 

. 10.00 

.Tls. 30= 40.98 

.£ 5 59.50 

.„ 1 11.90 

.„ 50 600.15 

.„ 60 682.22 

.„ 90 1,047.70 

.,, 95 1,096.62 

.. „ 20 230.80 

.„ 55 624.95 

.,,136 1,583.25 

. 50.00 

.... 20.00 

. 10.00 

. 25.00 

. 10.00 

. 10.00 

. 10.00 

.£3.16.7 45.54 

.. 10.00 

. 10.00 

,B. 332.5.10 242.47 

. 10.00 

. 116.28 

.£10 115.42 

.£1.10.0 16.55 

. 25.00 

. 10.00 

. 15.00 

. 35.00 

. 10.00 

. 10.00 

. 10.00 

.10s/- 5.80 

.£20 231.87 

.. 1 11.59 

.. 3 33.96 
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w ... $ 10.00 

T„^r W TT . 

. 10.00 

r i" 'r.' . 50.00 

T,qv W O . 

. 25.00 


. 10.00 


. 25.00 

Little, Mrs. Archibald .. 

. £5 57.22 

.. 25.00 

London Missionary Society . 

Tivnn T) W . .. 

. £800 3 , 437.85 

. 10.00 


. 10.00 


. 10.00 


. 10.00 


. 20.00 


. 10.00 

Robinson, Edward . 

Srholps T. W. ..••••••«.. ...*i 

. 10.00 

. £100 1 , 116.85 

. 10.00 

. 10.00 


.. 10.00 

Smith A. H. . 

. Tls. 100 = 136.61 

Sassoon, E. D. & Co.... . 

Stohifi .Tas. .. 

. 25.00 

. 10.00 

Tavlor E. H. .... 

. 10.00 

Walsh,’W. S. Pakenliam . 

Wilson J. W. ...... 

. 10.00 

. 15.00 

"WricrVifc A. . . 

. Tls. 25 = 33.60 

" o * .. 

$ 19 , 581.80 


For Special Donations and Subscriptions for Building a/c see 
Treasurer’s a/c. 
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19 -—Editorial Department in Account with the Treasurer. 
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Audited and found correct, 

E. MORTIMER REID, J- E - CARDWELL. 

Chartered Accountant. 

November, ioth, 1909. 
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His Excellency Sun Kia-Nae, 

The Senior of the four Prime Ministers of 
China and President of the New Senate. 










APPENDIX. 


THE INTERNATIONAL OPIUM COMMISSION 

In February 1909, the International Commission on Opium 
met in Shanghai, consisting of Delegations and Representatives of 
thirteen Nations viz:— 


Japan 


United States of America 

Austro-Hungary 

China 

France 

Germany 

Great Britain 


Netherlands 

Persia 

Portugal 


Russia 

Siam 


Italy 

The following Resolutions were adopted:— 

BE IT RESOLVED:— 

1 . —That the International Opium Commission recognises the 
unswerving sincerity of the Government of China in their efforts to 
eradicate the production and consumption of Opium throughout the 
Empire; the increasing body of public opinion among their own 
subjects by which these efforts are being supported; and the real, 
though unequal, progress already made in a task which is one of the 
greatest magnitude. 

2 . —That in view of the action taken by the Government of 
China in suppressing the practice of Opium smoking, and by other 
Governments to the same end, the International Opium Commission 
recommends that each Delegation concerned move its own Government 
to take measures for the gradual suppression of the practice of Opium 
smoking in its own territories and possessions, with due regard to the 
varying circumstances of each country concerned. 

3. —That the International Opium Commission finds that the use 
of Opium in any form otherwise than for medical purposes is held by 
almost every participating country to be a matter for prohibition or 
for careful regulation; and that each country in the administration of 
its system of regulation purports to be aiming, as opportunity offers, 
at progressively increasing stringency. In recording these con¬ 
clusions the International Opium Commission recognises the wide 
variations between the conditions prevailing in the different countries, 
but it would urge on the attention of the Governments concerned the 
desirability of a re-examination of their systems of regulation in the 
light of the experience of other countries dealing with the same 
problem. 
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4 . —That the International Opium Commission finds that each 
Government represented has strict laws which are aimed directly or 
indirectly to prevent the smuggling of Opium, its alkaloids, derivatives 
and preparations into their respective territories; in the judgment of 
the International Opium Commission it is also the duty of all 
countries to adopt reasonable measures to prevent at ports of de¬ 
parture the shipment of Opium, its alkaloids, derivatives and 
preparations, to any country which prohibits the entry of any Opium, 
its alkaloids, derivatives and preparations. 

5. —That the International Opium Commission finds that the 
unrestricted manufacture, sale and distribution of morphine already 
constitute a grave danger, and that the morphine habit shows signs 
of spreading: the International Opium Commission, therefore, desires 
to urge strongly on all Governments that it is highly important that 
drastic measures should be taken by each Government in its own 
territories and possessions to control the manufacture, sale and 
distribution of this drug, and also of such other derivatives of Opium 
as may appear on scientific enquiry to be liable to similar abuse and 
productive of like ill effects. 

6 . —That as the International Opium Commission is not consti¬ 
tuted in such a manner as to permit the investigation from a scientific 
point of view of anti-Opium remedies and of the properties and 
effects of Opium and its products, but deems such investigation to be 
of the highest importance, the International Opium Commission 
desires that each Delegation shall recommend this branch of the 
subject to its own Government for such action as that Government 
may think necessary. 

7. —That the International Opium Commission strongly urges 
all Governments possessing Concessions on Settlements in China, 
which have not yet taken effective action toward the closing of 
Opium divans in the said Concessions and Settlements, to take steps 
to that end, as soon as they may deem it possible, on the lines 
already adopted by several Governments. 

8 . —That the International Opium Commission recommends 
strongly that each Delegation move its Government to enter into 
negotiations with the Chinese Government with a view to effective 
and prompt measures being taken in the various foreign Concessions 
and Settlements in China for the prohibition of the trade and 
manufacture of such anti-Opium remedies as contain Opium or its 
derivatives. 

9. —That the International Opium Commission recommends that 
each Delegation move its Government to apply its pharmacy laws to 
its subjects n the Consular districts, Concessions and Settlements in 
Chinai. 






THE TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE 

CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIETY FOR CHINA 

Held in Shanghai, Nov. 16th, 1909. 


T HE Twenty-second Annual General Meeting of the Christian 
Literature Society for China was held in the new offices, 143, 
North Szechuen Road Extension, in the afternoon of November 16th, 
1909. Previous to the meeting the officers of the Society gave a largely 
attended reception. The Rt. Rev. Bishop F. R. Graves, d.d. presided 
at the business meeting, which was held in the Timothy Richard 
Library Rooms. The Chairman was supported the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Ingham, the Rev. Timothy Richard, d.d., litt. d., General Secretary; 
W. G. Lay, Esq., Hon. Treasurer in China; the Revs. W. A. Cornaby, 
C. J. F. Symons, S. I. Woodbridge, S. Couling, J. H. Atkinson, G. H. 
Bondfield, W. Nelson Bitton, E. Box, Evan Morgan and J. Darroch, 
Dr. Gilbert Reid, Messrs. H. E. Hobson, H. T. Montague Bell, D. E. 
Hoste, F. C. Brockman, and many others, including a large number 
of ladies. 

The Chairman called upon Dr. Gilbert Reid to open the meeting 
with prayer. 

Bishop Graves in proposing the adoption of the report and balance 
sheet, after a few preliminary remarks, said:— 

In reading this Report what strikes us particularly is the enthusiasm 
displayed by the workers. Few in number as they are, they evidently 
believe in their cause and see in it that which is of the first importance 
for the good of China. We acknowledge that in the changes which 
are taking place in this country, such literature as is prepared by this 
Society has had a very considerable influence. It is only necessary to 
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point to the fact which no one questions that the Chinese officials and 
the reading public are cordial in their welcome to the books which 
the Society puts out and that its papers have an ever-increasing 
circulation. As members and friends of the Society we rejoice in the 
success which has attended its efforts and hope that the day will shortly 
come when the foreign community in China will back up its efforts 
with much larger subscriptions than they at present contribute. The 
mention of subscriptions brings me to the balance sheet, of which I 
will only say that it appears to be a very satisfactory one. The 
finances of the Society have evidently improved, and it is on a sounder 
basis than ever. At the same time the amounts at its disposal are 
entirely inadequate for the very great end which it proposes to itself. 
Passing on to the Report I would call your attention to what it says of 
the new buildings in which we are meeting this afternoon and which 
must tend not only to enable the Society to carry on its work with 
greater convenience, but also win for it a larger measure of respect 
from the Chinese, now that they see that it is no longer obliged to 
depend upon temporary shelters here and there. Another notable 
thing is the gift of the valuable library which has been presented to the 
Society by the General Secretary. When a man parts with the books 
which he has been all his life collecting and which are dear to him 
from what he knows of their pages, we may be perfectly sure of his 
belief in and affection to the one to whom he gives them. That Dr. 
Richard has parted which his books to this Society is not the least 
generous of his gifts for the good of China during the forty years of 
service which he has given to this country. How deeply, the directors 
of the Society appreciated this action of Dr Richard will appear from 
the re-solution which they have passed in this connexion. 

“ Resolved,— 1 The Directors beg to tender to their colleague, Dr. 
Timothy Richard, the General Secretary of the Society, their warmest 
thanks for his very valuable gift of 7,700 volumes to the library 
of the Society. They wish to place on record their appreciation of 
this fresh evidence of Dr. Richard’s devotion to the Society, and 
of his whole-hearted labours for China. They further express the 
wish that the library be called the Timothy Richard Library, in 
remembrance of this substantial contribution to its foundation, and 
they order that a suitable inscription in brass be displayed in the 
library to mark this event.” 
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To return to the Report, we shall all be in hearty sympathy with 
what is said on pages five and six on the point of the necessity of 
persuading the thinking Chinese of the bearing which true and 
progressive Christianity has upon the stability and progress of nations. 
If you will refer to the list of new publications the titles alone will be a 
sufficient indication that the Society is directing its efforts upon these 
lines. You will notice there are two works on the Life of Christ, 
which is the source and inspiration of modern civilization; and that in 
the titles of other works the subjects: Peace, Engineering, Railways, 
Commerce, Civilization and Constitution, occur. These are great and 
necessary themes upon which China requires the best guidance and 
instruction, and the state of men’s mind in the Empire is such that 
these books are sure to be bought and eagerly read; for they present 
Christian ideas and Western civilization in such a form that the men 
who read and think and rule in this nation cannot but give them a 
large measure of attention. When we consider the great part which 
belongs to books in our own lives, and the influence they have had in 
initiating and sustaining all great movements in modern times, we 
shall see how important it is that there should be an abundance of 
good books here, and that (as this Society seeks to impress upon us) 
China is an unequalled field for literary work at this particular time. 
(Applause.) 

Dr. Richard, in seconding, said that when they considered how 
civilization was propagated in Europe, they found that before the 
invention of printing it was by the gathering together of learned 
monks, first in monasteries and later in universities, where the best 
ideas were taught and digested and then propagated by manuscripts 
and preaching. Again, when the great tide of Buddhist civilization 
swept over Asia it was in the same way. Monasteries where hundreds 
and thousands of students gathered for study were established at 
various centres and from these centres went forth the new ideas of the 
universe and of human destiny. In modern days when the wave of 
Western civilization once more struck Asia, it was the leading thinkers 
of Japan who travelled to the West to gather the best ideas there and 
brought them back to their own country. Being better informed than 
the rest they became the leading Ministers of State. Instead of 
establishing monasteries they established universities, middle schools, 
technical, commercial, and primary schools in every town in the 
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Country. In this way instead of taking centuries to assimulate modern 
ideals as in the past they did it in fifty years, to the great joy of every 
lover of human progress. But China, owing to its immense area and 
great population, which were both about ten times that of Japan, 
though it adopted Buddhist thought and sentimeut before Japan, was 
far behind Japan in adopting modern civilization. It was to assist 
China also to reap quickly the benefit of the highest modern 
civilization that this Society was formed, with the special object of 
setting apart some missionaries to devote all their time to the 
preparation of books and magazines, to give some information to the 
officials and the literati of the land. The Society had pointed out to 
them the immense progress made in the West during the century, in 
material, in social, in educational and in the religious conditions of the 
progressive nations, while the non-progressive nations like Siam, Korea 
and Tibet were perishing for lack of knowledge and progress. 

It was very gratifying to find that, although China did not 
assimilate ideas so rapidly as Japan, yet there was improvement in three 
of the four departments to which the Society had called their special 
attention. The way in which railways, mining and manufactures were 
taken up now were evidences of material improvement. The proposed 
constitution and the newly established provincial parliaments were 
evidences of social improvements. The substitution of a modern for 
the ancient system of schools and colleges was evidence of educational 
improvement. They hoped that the Government was soon to take up 
improvements in the spiritual condition of the Empire so as to reach 
the highest good in all departments; as the late lamented Prince Ito 
had indicated in weighty words, to be found in the Beport. And this 
was the hope of all the best people in the world. It was for this end 
that foreigners from the West—missionaries and merchants—founded 
this Society. It was for this end that the Society received Tls. 20,000 
from a member of the Society of Friends, a former merchant of 
Shanghai, the late Sir Thomas Hanbury, whose portrait hung in this 
library to-day. It was for this end that from among the ablest of 
the missionaries two of them devoted themselves to the work of this 
Society—Dr. Williamson and Dr. Allen, whose portraits they also had 
in the library. It was for this end that a useful library was given to 
the Society. It was for this end that several choice missionaries were 
working with them now; and it was for this end that busy merchants 
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co-operated with them in their work. With this new building and 
library they hoped that there would be a large sowing of new ideas 
which would bear fruit in an abundant harvest for the good of China: 

The motion was put to the meeting and carried. 

Mr. J. Stenhouse proposed the re-election’s of the office-bearers in 
China en bloc . 

The Rev. S. Isett Woodbridge, in seconding the resolution, said 
that it afforded him much pleasure to hear the distinguished names of 
the officers who had been proposed for the ensuing year. The duties 
of officers enjoined by treatises on Parliamentary Law were such that 
if these officers performed them, as no doubt they would, the Christian 
Literature Society would not lack for men or equipment. China is 
awake, and it is interesting to find out what books the Chinese 
themselves are translating. Recently, in a journey by rail to 
Hangchow I introduced myself to a Chinese gentleman who was 
intently reading a book. He courteously handed it to me for 
inspection, and it proved to be a History of Germany rendered into 
Chinese by the translator connected with the Commercial Press. 
There were histories of other countries, he said, in the same series. 
Further conversation revealed the fact that he was a member of the 
Chekiang Provincial Assembly. “The trouble with our Assemblies” 
said he, “is that their standards are not high enough.” This man 
is representative of a class. The Chinese everywhere recognize that 
their standards are not high enough. It is the aim of this Society to 
give them the highest standards. The warrant for the Provincial 
Assemblies comes from new expositions of the old books. I am glad ^ 
Dr. Richard is an optimist and thinks the Chinese can win, with the J 
advice and assistance we can give them in such institutions as the 
Christian Literature Society. And now, in conclusion, it is just forty 
years since Dr. Richard arrived in China. In all this time he has 
laboured incessantly for the uplift of this people. We congratulate 
him on the good work he has done for China and wish for him many 
more years of successful endeavour.” (Applause.) 

The resolution was carried. 

Bishop Ingham, who was warmly received, then proposed a vote 
of thanks to supporters of the Society at Home aud in China. In 
doing so he said that he was not surprised to find that this was a 
matter in which the merchant and missionary stood side by side, and 
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the more they stood side by side in this matter the more they would be 
pleased. He was not going to venture any ideas about Chinese 
literature or things Chinese as he was only a globe-trotter. But he 
would say this, that the thing which struck him in going through Japan, 
and during the three weeks he had spent in China, was that there was 
a most extraordinary greed, not only for Western knowledge, but for 
those things that Western knowledge leads to. The speaker then 
referred to the use of the English language in Japan, on railway 
stations and other public places, and he said “ I said to myself these 
people want us and they are laying themselves out to make as much 
use of us as they can.” He found that his speeches were quite popular 
in Japan, but he was humbled to find that it was not his messages that 
his audiences wanted, but his English lessons cheap. The speaker, 
after referring to the general teaching of the English language in the 
schools and universities of Japan, expressed his pleasure at seeing so 
many present that day who were heart and soul in the movement, and 
said that he was very glad to voice the thanks they felt to those in the 
old country who were anxious to give this literature to China. He in 
thanked God that the Press of the present day was being very largely used 
God’s providence for the dissemination of very much good, in spite of 
what he was afraid they must say on the other side. It was astounding 
what changes had taken place in the newspaper Press in the last thirty 
or forty years. The newspaper Press had become very much like a 
missionary periodical. Through the Press they reached the public who 
did not read their reports, and the Press was capable of being more and 
more used for this very purpose for which they were gathered together 
that day. In concluding, Bishop Ingham quoted a remark of Sir 
Kobert Hart, that if China did not get hold of Christianity in ten years 
it would be the greatest materialistic nation on the earth. He was 
thankful for the close association of the Bible Society and this Society; 
the best corrective of all literature and the source and spring of it all 
was the Bible. “ God grant that there may be such an awakening of 
China, that she may get hold of’God’s message and those volumes 
which will teach her knowledge and the mysteries of His kingdom.” 

The Rev. J. H. Atkinson, of Liverpool, who seconded the resolution, 
said that the word ‘supporters’ meant more than subscribers. The 
Society can be supported in many ways: by monetary contributions, by 
advocacy of its claims, and most of all by daily intercession at the 
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Throne of heavenly grace; and thus he would interpret the resolution. 
But he also looked at the resolution from the other side, and did 
not hesitate to say that the supporters ought to be thankful for the 
opportunity and privilege of supporting such a Society. When 
Christian stewardship is fully understood, the privilege of discharging 
that stewardship will be gratefully appreciated. And this Society is 
worthy of heartiest support for many reasons. He would named three. 
(1) The catholicity of its constitution. It was most delightful to see 
distinguished representatives of different Churches and countries so 
closely united in the work of this Society. Our Lord and Saviour had 
intimated that the world would never believe in the purpose of God, 
and in Him whom God has sent, until all the disciples of Christ were 
one in purpose, in spirit, in faith, in charity. Diversity of operation 
there must be, because there is a diversity of gifts and endowments, of 
nature and needs; but unity of spirit and purpose there ought to be, 
and just because this Society is so splendid an object-lesson for the 
Christian Church in this respect, we are glad of the privilege of 
supporting its work. (2) Adaptibility of its aims and methods to meet 
some of the most pressing needs of China. This Society reminded him 
of what is recorded of the perfected city of God: “on either side of the 
river was the tree of life, bearing twelve manner of fruits, and yielding her 
fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations.” A suitable text, surely, for such a Society as this: variety of 
fruit, a fresh and constant supply, medicinal and restorative leaves:— 
meeting the intellectual, social, moral, and spiritual needs of a great 
people, a studious people, and a thinking people, by literature of the 
most wholesome kind. (3) The quietness of its operations. The great 
works of God in the universe are accomplished in much quietness, 
through the silent light, the noiseless air, the gentle rain. “The 
Kingdom of God cometh not with observation.” In the individual it 
comes silently; and man’s best work is accomplished without great 
noise. Destructive work may require dynamite, and be heard in an 
explosion, but real constructive work is done quietly. The people who 
are the real makers of what is most precious and enduring in social life 
are not the fussy and blustering people; they are people of quiet life 
and influence. When he entered this noble building, and passed 
through its editorial rooms, he was struck with the quietness which 
pervaded the place. The construction of a great enlightening literature 















* 


C 28 ] 


and journalism was being done almost noiselessly. And so with the 
publication and distribution of the books and magazines. The Society 
works quietly, and only in the great day of revealing will it be known 
how enlightening and enriching, how healing and saving, has been the 
influence that has emanated from this place. Let us be thankful for 
the inestimable privilege of supporting the invaluable work of this 
Christian Literature Society. (Applause.) 

Dr. F. E. Hinckley spoke of the differences in the changes effected 
in Japan and China. The excellence of the Common Law of England 
and America rested on its adaptability to the needs of the people. In 
China there seemed to have been little effort to make good Judges.—to 
encourage public opinion that would require that the Judges be good 
Judges and that they reflected and expressed the opinion of the people. 
Some time ago when looking through the list of publications of this 
Society it struck him that there was still a field of effort that would 
appeal to the Chinese people, and that was to print books on Western 
government that had not yet been translated. As China wished now to 
be self-reliant and was struggling to express her own life, if those who 
had done so much so well could go on and show the Chinese people 
how much the excellence of the Western governments depended on 
the spirit and conduct of the people, then they would be doing a great 
work. (Applause). 

The Chairman closed the meeting by pronouncing the Benediction. 

Mr. H. E. Hobson proposed a vote of thanks to Bishop Graves for 
presiding and this was carried by acclamation. 












FORM OF BEQUEST 


“ I bequeath to the CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIETY 
FOR China, formerly known as the SOCIETY FOR THE 
Diffusion of Christian and General Knowledge 

AMONG THE CHINESE, the sum of £ (Taels or Dollars) 

.(free of duty) to be applicable 

for the general purposes of such Society or Institution : 
and I declare that the receipt of the Treasurer or other 
proper officer for the time being of such Institution shall 
be a sufficient discharge for the same.” 
























